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Short text:

The rehabilitation of patients with disabilities of the head and neck secondary to
acquired and congenital defects continues to be a challenge. Today it is possible to
restore most patients to nearly normal form and function, enabling them to lead useful
and productive lives. However, successful outcomes require close interaction among
many health care disciplines. Given the recent advances in maxillofacial prosthetics
and reconstructive surgery, the pace of change in the rehabilitation of oral and facial
defects has been far too slow. For example, free tissue transfers have been used
throughout the world for the last 20 years to restore bony defects of the mandible, but
far too many surgeons fail to understand that it is equally important to restore the bulk
and contour of the tongue if the oral functions of speech, mastication, and control of
saliva are to be restored. This updated edition with an emphasis on a truly
multidisciplinary approach provides the reader with insights into the latest
developments in maxillofacial prosthetics, reconstructive surgery, and dental care. New
chapters present information on digital technology and tissue engineering, and all
chapters have undergone significant revision, reflecting the advances in the use of
osseointegrated implants and free vascularized flaps. The reader will take away
practical knowledge of state-of-the art treatment approaches to ensure that patients of
the future will no longer assert that "the cure was worse than the disease."
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