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EDITORIAL

2022 AO Summit: Controversial Trends
Dear Members of the IJOMI readership,

In this special edition of IJOMI, we present the outcomes 
of the latest scientific consensus conference held by the 
Academy of Osseointegration (AO). The 3-day confer-
ence was held in Chicago in August of 2022. The confer-
ence brought together global experts to debate three 
topic areas. The meeting was chaired by Dr Jörg Neuge-
bauer, AO board member and vice president.

Prior to the conference, a series of preparatory 
meetings, working groups, and hard-working residents 
assembled to debate the three topics, craft PICO ques-
tions, and search, assemble, and debate the relevant 
literature. These efforts resulted in a preliminary set 
of papers that were presented at the August meeting. 
Many authors were involved in this project, includ-
ing young dentists in specialty training who were in-
tentionally engaged to provide real-world experience 
with the professional struggles around using best evi-
dence to support patient care. As with prior summits, 
there were three themes or questions asked. For each, 
there was a plenary speaker, followed by a presenta-
tion on the results of the systematic reviews and a lively 
debate. 

Group 1, led by Dr Tara Aghaloo, addressed the 
role of “flapless and guided surgery.” Group 2, led by  
Drs Jörg Neugebauer and Joseph Fiorellini, addressed 
the role of “ceramic implants.” Group 3, led by Drs Todd 
Schoenbaum, Dwayne Karateew, and Clark Stanford, 
addressed the role of the “implant-abutment junction 
to biological and clinical outcomes.” For group 1, the 
plenary (or evidence) position was provided by Pro-
fessor Fugener, a German industrial design engineer, 
who discussed the interactions between design and 
engineering, the universal concepts of design, and 
how design is brought to functional use (eg, enhanced 
safety). Dr Mehrdad Favagehi then presented the initial 
results of clinical cases, followed by Dr Aghaloo, who 
presented on the group 1 results. Group 2 had a set of 
engineering consultants and regulatory experts from 
Covington present on medical device regulations in 

the USA as the plenary. A robust conversation then oc-
curred, especially when the ceramic oral implant results 
were presented. The third plenary group was led by Dr 
Andrew Steen of the American FDA and covered medi-
cal compliance law and performance expectations of 
medical devices. The discussion was again robust, espe-
cially around the role of the abutment junction being a 
flat butt joint as opposed to a more conical connection, 
along with the role of who (eg, manufacturers, labs, lo-
cal providers, etc) makes “custom abutments” and the 
regulatory code related to milling centers regarding 
what is considered a “medical device.” The data of the 
exhaustive studies performed by Dr Schoenbaum were 
then presented and discussed. Please see the results 
provided in the group 3 paper. 

The role of the periodic AO summits is critical 
to the future of the AO Academy. These consensus 
meeting occur every 4 years, and they represent an 
important investment in our membership. We utilize 
these approaches to provide members with the most 
up-to-date information, science, and critical thought. 
The papers are a distillation of the narratives and re-
flections of the debates, if not negotiations, about 
different positions on important topics in implant 
dentistry, and they represent the very best of what the 
AO stands for. The Board of Directors of the AO and the 
AO Foundation are to be commended, along with the 
various sponsors who supported the 2022 AO Sum-
mit: Controversial Trends. Thank you to all the partici-
pants, our sponsors, and Quintessence for publishing 
these results!

Regards,

Clark Stanford DDS, PhD, MHA
Former AO President 
IJOMI Editor-in-Chief
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